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Boys Volleyball Calendar 2019 
 MMHSAA approved Boys Volleyball  

First Practice          August 19 

First Scrimmage          August 26 

First Contest           August 26 

Deadline for Roster Changes to the Executive Director and Chairperson  September 20 

Season Ends          October 24 

ALL-WNY Scholar Athlete Forms deadline                                                    November 14 
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MMHSAA PLAYOFF COMPETITION  
  

Note: Start times for MMHSAA contest are standardized, however if a legitimate need for a 
time change arises within a school, a request must be submitted in writing to the Executive 
Director 48 hours before the final schedule league match. Afterwards, time changes will 
only be considered in extenuating circumstances and must be approved by the Executive 
Director and the Sport Chairperson.  

  
   DATE:  LOCATION:  TIME:  
Quarterfinals   
 

 Friday October 25   Higher Seed Court  6:00 pm  

Semi-finals   Monday, October 28   At the highest seed  6:00 pm   
  
  

  

     7:30 pm  

Finals   Wednesday, October 30   St. Mary’s 
Lancaster 

6:00 pm     

 

Boys Volleyball Advisory Committee  
Committee voting privileges:   

As per the MMHSAA Constitution “The representative members on each sport committee will be the 

coaches of the school participating and have only one vote per school. The Sport Chair may only 

vote when the vote is tied. A Sport Chair who also represents a school can serve in both capacities 

but will have only one vote.” This committee can only make recommendations to the Athletic 

Director’s Committee. 

  

MMHSAA Chairperson 

Boys Tom Weislo Canisius................. Weislo@canisiushigh.org  
 

Volleyball Rules Changes - 2019-20 
 

2-2-2, 2-3j (NEW), 2-4-1e(NEW), 2-4 PENALTIES 3 (NEW), 9-8-1i: When the ball strikes the 

cables and/or the diagonal poles used to retract ceiling suspended net systems the referee will 

stop play and determine if the ball was playable. The referee will signal out-of-bounds or 

replay. 

Rationale: Establishes the cables and diagonal poles used to retract suspended net systems 

as restricted play and aligns officials’ treatment of a ball striking either the cables and/or the 

diagonal poles. 
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4-2-1, 4-2-1a (NEW), 4-2-1e (NEW), 4-2-2 (NEW): Eliminates the solid-colored uniform 

requirements, establishes that the libero uniform must clearly contrast with his/her teammates’ 

uniforms and reorganizes the legal uniform rule. 

Rationale: Clarifies the requirements for all legal uniforms and simplifies the requirements for 

the contrasting libero uniform maintaining the compliance of all currently compliant team and 

libero uniform jerseys. 

 

4-2-4b: Eliminates the use of double zero (00) as a uniform number option. 

Rationale: Eliminates confusion surrounding the signaling of “00” and “0”. 

 

4-2-4c: Beginning with the 2023 season the body of the uniform number must clearly contrast 

with the uniform top regardless of borders. This will eliminate the allowance of borders to 

provide contrast between the number and the uniform number.  

Rationale: Allows officials and scorers to easily identify uniform numbers. 

  

5-5-1b; 5-6-1b; 7-1-1a; 7-1 PENALTIES 1; 7-1-2; 7-1-4; 7-1-4 PENALTIES 1, 2: Requires the 

second referee to collect team rosters at the prematch conference while allowing changes to 

be made until 10 minutes remain on the pregame clock and establishes lineups to be 

submitted to the second referee before each set.  

Rationale: Eliminates warmup interruptions by officials requesting rosters with 10 minutes 

remaining on the warmup clock, allowing for a smoother warmup process for coaches, players, 

officials and scorers. 

  

5-9-2a NOTE: Establishes that the line judge shall take their position and move in line with the 

extension of the end line when the ball is being served near the line judge’s position replacing 

the old technique to move directly back in line with the sideline. 

Rationale: Allows the line judge to watch for foot contact with the end line and move quickly 

back for a view of the sideline. This is a more appropriate position and transition for line 

judges. 

  

8-1-6, 8-2-5g (NEW), 8-2-6d: Establishes that the ball remains dead when tossed for serve 

and it touches any part of the backboard or supports hanging in a vertical position over the 

serving area and is an illegal serve (Signal 13) and not a service fault.  

Rationale: Accurately reflects the action since the ball is not contacted for serve. 
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2019-20 VOLLEYBALL MAJOR EDITORIAL CHANGES 

  

2-1-5: Clarifies that the attack line shall be measured from the edge of the attack line farthest 

from the center line to the axis of the center line. 

4-2-7: Clarifies the penalty for the removal of any part of the uniform top or bottom as a yellow 

card charged to the coach  for unsporting conduct.  

5-5-3b(26): Provides additional instructions for the second referee when conducting the coin 

toss prior to the deciding set by requiring the second referee to communicate with the first 

referee the serving team and the proper team benches.  

8-1-6, 8-2-5g: Establishes the proper signal for a tossed ball that contacts a backboard or its 

supports hanging in a vertical position over the serving area is officials signal 13. 

 

NFHS Official Signals Chart: Removes signal 7 “Legal Back-Row Attack” from the chart and 

establishes the signal as an informal officials’ signal in the NFHS Officials Manual renumbering 

remaining signals. 

  

2019-20 Volleyball Editorial Changes 

2-4-1b; 5-2-1b; 10-2 PENALTIES 2; 11-4-2; 12-2 PENALTIES 1a, b; Scoring Section; Officials 

Signals 19A 

  

2019-20 Volleyball Points of Emphasis 

1. Informal Officials Signals 

2. Ball-handling 

3. Side Folding Retractable Backboards 

 

As Rule 5-5-3-11 states, it is a responsibility of the second referee to "grant time-outs." Rule 

11-2-3 specifies the number of time-outs: "two time-outs per set." If a third time-out is requested 

by a coach, it is suggested the second referee use proactive officiating to let the coach know 

he/she does not have a time-out remaining. This can be done with a gentle shake of the head 

or a quick question, "Coach you want to request a third time-out." If the coach persists in 

his/her request for the third time-out, the second referee shall recognize the time-out request 

and access an unnecessary delay. The play must resume immediately as the requesting team 

has no time-outs. Coaches attempting to use the third time-out and unnecessary delay to break 

momentum of the opposing team are violating the spirit of the rule. Increased instances of this 

violation of spirit of the rules may contribute to a review of the penalty for requesting a third 

time-out. It is recommended that coaches use bench personnel and bookkeepers to keep them 

informed of the number of time-outs used. 
 
Letters of Authorization 
 
Authorization is required from the state association for any special accommodation for an 
individual player, a memorial patch on the uniform or any other special circumstance not 
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specifically covered in the rules. It is the responsibility of the school coach to contact the 
appropriate staff of the state association to seek the authorization following the established 
procedure set forth by the respective state association. Appropriate support material and early 
contact by the school to the state association is expected and prevents confusion when a 
player shows up and is not in compliance with the rules and not permitted to play by the game 
officials. It is NOT the responsibility of the officials to seek the authorization. It IS the 
responsibility of the coach to obtain the authorization before the contest and to present such 
authorization to the officials prior to the start of the match. 

Mechanics of Signals and Communication 

The proper execution of the mechanics of signals and position of the second referee and line 
judges are critical elements of the responsibilities of the officiating crew. The quality of the 
signal mechanics is the major means of communication between referees, officiating crew, 
coaches, spectators and media. A one, two, three approach to the signal will assist officials 
when signaling and meeting the responsibility of good communication. One is the proper signal 
with attention to how it looks. A sharp signal communicates confidence in the call and clearly 
indicates the result of the play. Two is to hold the signal long enough that the officiating crew is 
aware of the signal, the table officials know the call and can accurately record play results and 
coaches, fans and media are able to keep up with the play action. Three is a release of a 
signal and confirming with necessary members of the officiating crew that the action has been 
properly attended to such as substitution, request of a time-out or turning the set back to the 
first referee to the next serve. Sloppy or lazy mechanics will create confusion of the result of 
play action and could lead to a coach getting upset unnecessarily. Poor positioning will place 
the second referee or line judges in a location that inhibits their ability to make correct calls. 
Signals are the universal language for the officials. Your communication depends on them. 

MaxPreps  
We will be using MaxPreps to track league records and statistics.  Please set up an account and 

send the account information to the league chairman and to the executive director at 

mmhsaa2017@gmail.com 
  

Stats to track: 
1. Number of sets a player appeared in 

2. Serving: attempts, aces, errors 

3. Attacking: attempts, kills (points), error 

4. Blocking: stuff blocks for points 

5. Setting: assist, assists per set 

6. Digging: digs, digs per set 
More MaxPreps Links  App links  
http://support.maxpreps.com/hc/en-us  http://www.maxpreps.com/mobile/home.aspx  

 
Boys Volleyball Participating Teams 2018 

Canisius 

Cardinal O’Hara 

St. Francis 

St. Joe’s 

St. Mary’s 

  

 

http://support.maxpreps.com/hc/en-us
http://support.maxpreps.com/hc/en-us
http://www.maxpreps.com/mobile/home.aspx
http://www.maxpreps.com/mobile/home.aspx
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Definition of a Scrimmage 
  

A scrimmage is a practice that is a SIMULATED CONTEST. In scrimmages: (a) both squads use the 
same field simultaneously with both coaches making corrections and giving instructions, (b) GAME 
RULES MUST BE ALTERED.   (c) no official score is kept, (d) time period(s) are defined in the Sport 
Standards section of the NYSPHSAA Handbook , (e) no admission is charged. The use of officials would 
be permitted and encouraged whenever possible for the purpose of instruction regarding the rules and 
proper application of rules. A volleyball scrimmage must include one or more of the following:  

• Each server shall serve 3-5 consecutive serves regardless if the point was scored before the other team 
would get the ball. (rotate)   

• Games would start at point 4 all and end at point 25 or a game could be timed with no point cap  

 
League Chairperson’s Responsibilities 

 

1. Conduct preseason coaches meeting. Submit minutes to the Executive Director within five days 

of the meeting. Organize and administer additional meetings as necessary for the proper and 

efficient conduct of league competition. 

2. Maintain a directory of coaches in your league. 

3. Send schedule to Executive Director/assigner and The Buffalo News 

4. Send weekly standing to The Buffalo News Sunday and after 6:00 pm. Phone 849-4461, Fax 849-

4587. They are also to be sent to the Executive Director via text or email. 

5. Secure dates and acquire permits of playoff/meet sites when needed. 

6. Submit to Executive Director dates of State/Federation information when transportation and 

accommodations will be needed. 

7. Compile standings prior to playoffs and submit to Executive Director for program publication. 

8. Contact playoff teams to finalize times and sites. 

9. Pick up trophies. 

10. Assist the Executive Director in the execution of duties and responsibilities of that office upon 

request as they pertain to your sport. Arrive at playoff site to assist Executive Director, and 

present awards after event. 

11. Shortly after league play is completed, organize and conduct an All-Catholic Meeting for your 

sport, and report results to the Executive Director and The Buffalo News. This meeting MUST 

take place prior to the playoffs as it is the intention of the MMHSAA to recognize All-Catholics 

at the Championship game. 

12. League Chairperson(s) will represent MMHSAA at the All Western New York All-Stars after all 

league All Stars have been selected  

13.  Remain in contact with Executive Director, schools, and athletic directors in the event of 

cancellations, for rescheduled dates. 

14. Prepare and submit an end-of-season report to be given out to the Athletic Directors that would 

also include coach’s recommendations for the athletic directors to vote on. 

15. Submit voucher for payment of stipend to Executive Director with end-of-season report.  

16. Complete the requirements on the Chairperson Check List. 

 
Coaches’ Responsibilities for MMHSAA Play  

 
1. Read Boys Volleyball Handbook carefully which contains a detailed list of coach and school 

responsibilities.   
2. EVERY COACH/SCHOOL is asked to complete:  

a. Roster form AS SOON AS YOUR TEAMS ARE FINALIZED, and email to the Executive  

 Director. 

../../MMHSAA%20Chairperson%20Check%20list.pdf
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b.  ALL ROSTERS ARE DUE before your first game.  Finalized rosters are due by 

September 20  
3. Teams should arrive at the site no later than thirty minutes prior to the scheduled match.   
4. All players must wear jerseys numbered on the front and back with no duplicate numbers.   
5. Participating teams must bring:   

a. Practice balls. To be secured during the match.   
b. Personal towels, locks, med. kit, etc.   
c. Team roster - A copy must be left with the coach of the winning team who is responsible for 

reporting match results.   
d. Admittance form should be given to the site chairperson  upon arrival.   

6. NCAA. Rules will govern tournament play.   
7. Be responsible for the behavior of all persons listed on your roster. This includes behavior on the bench, 

in the locker rooms and anywhere else on the MMHSAA site.   

8. The winning coach in MMHSAA matches must call in match results: 

a. The Buffalo News: 1-800-777-8610  Click for additional Media 
9. Protests: In the event of a protest, stop play, report to Site Chairperson and fill out Statement of Protest. 

A protest committee will make a decision at the site.   
  

 

Site Chairperson Responsibilities 
  

General responsibilities 

The Site Chairperson will 

• Make himself/herself accessible and visible to supervisors, coaches, players, spectators, 

and officials.  

• Station all supervisory personnel assigned to the match. 

• Greet supervisors at the door and make assignments immediately. 

• Collect the Soccer Admittance Forms from participating teams. No one is to enter the 

gymnasium unless his/her name appears on the form. 

• Assign the following adults: 

1. Scorekeeper/timer 

2. Supervisor (if necessary) 

3. Announcer 

NOTE: MMHSAA will provide ticket sellers/takers for semi-finals and finals at neutral sites. 

Cooperate with the MMHSAA crew handling the gate/purse for semifinal and final matches. 

 

Supervisors 

All supervisors are to report to the Site Chairperson for supervisory assignments. This includes 

supervisors from both participating teams as well as the host school supervisors. It is strongly suggested 

that supervisors wear a ribbon that will make them readily visible and accessible to the crowd and to the 

Site Chairperson. 

  

Special Responsibilities of Site Chairperson 

1. The Site-Chairperson will inform participating coaches that there are 30 minutes for pre-game 

warm-up. No one should take the playing surface sooner. 

2. Provisions should be made for a simple flag ceremony or Star-Spangled Banner prior to the 

match. 

3. Starting teams and officials should be introduced to the spectators. 

4. Have phone numbers of local ambulance, police, and rescue squad/fire department. 

5. Any additional expenses MUST be approved by the Executive Director PRIOR TO THE 

EVENT.  

6. For the officials’ pay schedule, refer to the 2018-2021 Officials Contract. 

7. Admission policy: There will be an admission charge for the league playoffs, not to exceed $10 

https://www.section6.e1b.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=769
../../Officials%20contract.pdf
http://www.section6.e1b.org/OfficialsContract
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Reminders for your Information  
  

These are located in the NYS Handbook available from your Athletic Director.  
✱ Only 15 games allowed in one day at tournaments.  
✱ Single game tiebreakers in tournaments do not count as part of the 15 per day rule.   

✱ There should be at least 10 minutes rest between matches in tournament play.   
✱ Minimum team practices needed to scrimmage are 6 and minimum individual practices needed to scrimmage 

are 4.   
✱ Prior to the first contest 8 practices and 6 individual practices are needed.   

✱ Scrimmages must include coaching/instruction in order to be considered scrimmages. Please refer to page 8 

for Definition of a Scrimmage.  
✱ The maximum number of matches is 24. Tournaments count as one match.  MMHSAA playoffs do not 

count towards the limit.   
✱ For record keeping purposes, only a completed best-of-three or best-of-five match can be counted towards 

team/coaches wins/losses record. Pool play of only two sets and one game playoffs do not count towards 

overall record.   
✱ The elimination of the use of lines people in regular season girl’s and boys’ volleyball was approved. 
  

Playoff Tournament 
  

All schools may participate in MMHSAA playoffs. 
  

Tie Breaking System for Seeding 
 
If teams have identical records, the following criteria will be used to break the tie:  

a. The team with the most league/division wins will be the higher seeded team. If still tied:  
b. The team with the fewest league league/division losses will be the higher seeded team. If still tied:  
c. The team with the higher winning percentage of games scheduled will be the higher seeded team.  

Determined by total league wins divided by total league/division games scheduled.  If still tied:  
d. If teams are in the same league/division, use head-to-head results.  

If still tied:  

1) Total sets won Head to Head 

2) Total set won in a division 
e. A toss of a coin will determine the higher seeded team.   

  

All-WNY Boys Volleyball Scholar Athlete Team 
 

Coaches and Athletic Directors are encouraged to nominate athletes for selection to the All-
WNY Scholar Athlete. Applications must be completed on-line. Paperwork must be mailed or 
e-mailed into Section VI office before November 14.  Athletes will be honored by the Buffalo 
News. Click for the selection criteria and on-line application   
  

AED Policy  
 

The game site chairperson will be responsible for securing an AED for the certified trainer’s use at all 

MMHSAA post-season contests, and at all state contests that are hosted by MMHSAA. A certified 

trainer will be provided at all post-season contests held at NEUTRAL SITES, if the schools are not 

providing their own coverage. It is recommended that the home school provide a certified trainer at 

events they are hosting. 

Note: If a school suffers loss or damage to an AED that is being used for postseason contests, 

MMHSAA will be financially responsible. 

 

http://www.section6.e1b.org/ALLWNYSA
http://www.section6.e1b.org/ALLWNYSA
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Regulations Regarding Senior All-Star and Outside Agency Contests  
 

1. All Senior All-Star and Outside Agency contests MUST be approved by MMHSAA. In 

addition, Senior All-Star contests must be approved by NYSPHSAA. The forms required are 

posted on the MMHSAA website*. 

2. All Senior All-Star and Outside Agency contests must be conducted within the season 

dates approved by the MMHSAA Athletic Council for that sport. The calendar of approved 

season dates for all sports is posted on the MMHSAA website*. 

3. Only seniors who have completed their secondary school eligibility in that sport may 

compete in these contests. 

4. A contestant may participate in any approved senior all star athlete contest in the same 

sport during the school year. (approved October 24, 2013, NYSPHSAA Executive Committee 

Meeting). 

NOTE: A Senior All-Star contest by NYSPHSAA standards is one in which an athlete’s 

participation is based solely on outstanding performance as a member of a high school team. If open 

tryouts are held, the contest is NOT a NYSPHSAA All-Star contest.  

 

Contingency Plan for Playoff Competition (weather or illness) 

Games hosted by one of our schools 

1. Contests be hosted by one of our schools will be considered for postponement only if a 

participating school is officially closed due to weather or illness. 

2. It is the responsibility of the Athletic Director of a host school (or designee) to notify the 

Executive Director that the school has been closed due to weather conditions (or illness) as soon 

as he/she becomes aware of such action. If the game is cancelled the officials and the media will 

be notified by the Executive Director (or designee). 

3. In the event that a school is closed on the day its playoff contest is scheduled, the decision to 

play shall rest with the school principal. 

4. In the event that weather conditions reverse themselves prior to game time, the game may be 

played with the mutual consent of the participating Athletic Directors and the approval of the 

Sport Chairperson. 

Games hosted at a Neutral Site 

5. When a contest is at a non-school site (neutral site): If the competition facility and the roads to 

that destination are open, then the competition will go on as scheduled. If either the roads or the 

facility is closed, then the competition will be cancelled. If a school is closed, the Executive 

Director of the MMHSAA will communicate with the school to determine if the game can be 

played as scheduled.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES is a site contracted by MMHSAA 

available for practice when a competition is cancelled. 

6. The Sport Chairperson will notify the Executive Director of any postponements. 

7. PLEASE NOTE: It is up to the MMHSAA schools to recognize the potential for snow days, 

power outages, etc. that may cause cancellations and problems. The MMHSAA schools should 

schedule their last league contest at least one or two days prior to the playoffs, allowing for a 

make-up of league contest(s) prior to the playoffs if necessary. 
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Sportsmanship Philosophy 
 

1. We believe that interscholastic athletics is an important part of education and support the 

ideals and values embodied in good sportsmanship.  

2. We believe that sportsmanlike behavior is essential if interscholastic competition is to 

contribute usefully and constructively to the broad goals of education and to the quality of life of 

those involved.  

3. We pledge ourselves individually and collectively to encourage and support the development 

and maintenance of a sportsmanlike atmosphere for athletic competition.  

 

Code of Conduct Philosophy 
 

1. A genuine interest in and enjoyment of interscholastic competition requires conduct that 

reflects the understanding that contests as a part of an overall school program are intended to be 

enjoyed. Behavior that reflects a winning-at-all-costs attitude violates this standard.  

2. Interscholastic competition provides valuable lessons and learning experiences that are not 

possible in the regular classroom setting. All involved must support the need to develop the ability 

to compete with enthusiasm and to accept winning with grace and losing with dignity.  

3. Coaches, players, and fans should know that participation is an honor and privilege which 

requires them to conduct themselves in a manner that brings honor and pride to their school and 

community.  

4. Respect for the cultural and ethnic diversity of one’s opponents, their school, and community 

is a fundamental tenet of wholesome athletic competition. This standard suggests that planned 

activity is needed to demonstrate a warm and friendly welcome, mutual respect, and a genuine 

readiness to participate in a sportsmanlike manner.  

5. Players should demonstrate both knowledge of the rules and respect for game officials and 

their decisions. Coaches and school officials have the responsibility to teach and encourage these 

attributes.  

 

Sportsmanship Pledge  
The following statement will be read over the public-address system just prior to the pledge to the 

flag. If there is no public-address system, the statement will be read to both teams by the site 

chairperson or his representative:  

  

The New York State Catholic High School Athletic Association and the Monsignor Martin 

High School Athletic Association requires that game administrators, school administrations 

and officials enforce a ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY for athletes, coaches, and spectators.  

They will not tolerate negative statements of actions between opposing players, especially 

abusive language, trash talking, taunting, or baiting of opponents.  If such comments are heard 

or actions seen, a penalty will be assessed immediately.  Spectators are reminded that berating 

of officials; the making of negative comments toward either team; or displaying inappropriate 

behavior are eject able offenses.  

The playing field is an extension of our classrooms. Please practice good sportsmanship." 

This announcement stands as the official warning of the ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY.  Let 

today’s contest reflect mutual respect between all participants and spectators. 
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