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PHILOSOPHY 

1. We believe that participation in interscholastic athletics is an important part of education and 
support the ideals and values embodied in good sportsmanship. 

2. We believe that sportsmanlike behavior is essential if interscholastic competition is to 
contribute usefully and constructively to the broad goals of education and to the quality of life 
of those involved. 

3. We pledge ourselves individually and collectively to encourage and support the development 
and maintenance of a sportsmanlike atmosphere for athletic competition. 

  

CODE OF CONDUCT 
1. A genuine interest in and enjoyment of interscholastic competition requires conduct that 

reflects the understanding that contests as a part of an overall school program are intended to 
be enjoyed. Behavior that reflects a winning-at-all-costs attitude violates this standard. 

2. Interscholastic competition provides valuable lessons and learning experiences that are not 
possible in the regular classroom setting. All involved must support the need to develop the 
ability to compete with enthusiasm and to accept winning with grace and losing with dignity. 

3. Coaches, players, and fans should know that participation is an honor and privilege, which 
requires them to conduct themselves in a manner that brings honor and pride to their school 
and community. 

4. Respect for the cultural and ethnic diversity of one’s opponents, as well as their school and 
community is a fundamental tenet of wholesome athletic competition. This standard suggests 
that planned activity is needed to demonstrate a warm and friendly welcome, mutual respect, 
and a genuine readiness to participate in a sportsmanlike manner. 

5. Players should demonstrate both knowledge of the rules and respect for game officials and their 
decisions. Coaches and school officials have the responsibility to teach and encourage these 
attributes. 

  

2020 SOFTBALL CALENDAR 
The approved softball season is March 5 to June 17, 2019. 

  
First Practice .......................................................................March 9, 2020 
First Scrimmage/contes.......................................................After 6 team/6 individual practices 
ALL-WNY Scholar Athlete Forms deadline ..........................May 5, 2020 
All-Catholic meeting at Mt. Mercy………………………...May  
Playoffs…………………………………………………….May 20-21, 2020 
States……………………………………………………....May 26, 2020 in NYC 

Girls Softball CHAIR 
Chairperson: Doug Webster 
Work Phone: 825-8796, ext. 101 
Cell Phone: 698-8332 
Email: dwebster@mtmercy.org 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dwebster@mtmercy.org


 

PLAYER MOVEMENT IN MMHSAA 
Players may be moved between JV and varsity rosters until the following dates: 

● Fall - third Friday in September (for 2017, it’s September 22) 
● Winter - January 1 
● Spring - Friday, April 24, 2020 

 
After the above dates, rosters are frozen and additions to the varsity roster at this point will become a 
permanent member of the varsity. It is recommended that each team submit a final varsity roster by 
each of these dates. 
 
Following the varsity roster date listed above, a JV member may move up to varsity temporarily under 
the following circumstances: 

a) A varsity squad has fewer than the designated number required for that sport due to reasons of 
ineligibility, illness, or injury - with the approval of the Executive Committee 

b) The sport chairperson of each division and the team you are playing are notified prior to the 
player participating 

c) The JV player moves down when the original player comes back. 
 
Once the above dates have passed, no varsity player may move down to JV. 

a) NOTE: seniors may not play on a JV team without permission of the Athletic Council for that 
division; the only exception is bowling. 
 

ROSTER SIZE 
All rosters are unlimited in size for MMHSAA. Please note that should your team qualify for the CHSAA 
State or NYS Federation Tournament, your roster size may be limited by state regulations. 
 
All rosters are due to Pete Schneider at the league office monsignor.martin.athletics@gmail.com prior to 
the first league contest. Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of contest. Rosters are sent to all athletic 
directors and the chairperson. 
 

SCRIMMAGE 
A softball scrimmage must include free substitutions, and lineup cards will not be exchanged. 
Scrimmages must also include one or more of the following: 
1.        Play six outs per half inning (example ‐ three outs clear the field/three more outs) 
2.        Batting order must be altered or modified to include more batters than rules permit 
3.        Start with a runner(s) on base with a predetermined situation for at least two full innings.  
 
REPORTING RESULTS 
Varsity and JV coaches must report the game results to the chairperson (email is preferred).   
Each coach must contact the chairperson by 12 noon on Friday with their league record and overall 
record for posting in The Buffalo News.   
The winning varsity coach must also report the game results to The Buffalo News immediately following 
the game. 
The Buffalo News Sports: 849-4461 
All cancellations must be made prior to 2pm.  Athletic Directors must contact Doug Webster with 
cancellations and rescheduled date. The game must be rescheduled once a cancellation occurs. The 
home school cancelling the game must also notify the officials. 
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Softball Rules Changes - 2020 
 
1-5-1e, 2-4, 2-4-3, 7-4-2 PENALTY NOTE: Damaged bats are defined.  Rationale: Clarifies that a 
damaged bat is removed from the game without penalty. 

6-1-1: Prior to starting the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall take a position with the pivot foot in 
contact with the pitcher's plate.  Rationale: Clarifies that the pivot foot must be in contact with the 
pitcher’s plate, rather than on the top surface of the pitcher’s plate. 

9-1-1 EXCEPTION c: A run is not scored if the runner advances to home plate during action in 
which the third out is made by the preceding runner who is declared out on an appeal play.  
Rationale: Clarifies that on any appeal play, a run is not scored if the third out is made by a 
preceding runner. 

2020 SOFTBALL MAJOR EDITORIAL CHANGES 

1-1-7: Clarifies that game management or a state administrator may establish a dead-ball media 
area within the confines of the field, but that area will remain a dead-ball area throughout the game. 

1-5-1d: Updates to add the new USA Softball All Games certification mark. 

8-4-3d PENALTY: Clarifies that the batter-runner, not the batter is awarded bases when a fielder 
intentionally contacts the ball with detached equipment. 

2020 SOFTBALL EDITORIAL CHANGES 

1-2-3, 2-22-4, 2-57-3, 3-4-1c, 7-1-2 PENALTY 2 

2020 SOFTBALL POINTS OF EMPHASIS 

1. Bat certification marks and USA Softball’s list of Non-Approved Bats with Certification 
Marks 

2. Damaged bat vs. illegal bat penalties 
3. Contact with the pitcher’s plate 4. Inspection of equipment 

 



 

 

ATHLETIC EVENTS 
 

SCHOOL’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. Athletic Directors of participating schools (or their designees) are responsible for assigning 

adequate faculty supervision for all their students. The financial responsibility of these 
assignments lies with the participating schools. 

2. Athletic Directors (or their designees) shall instruct their faculty supervisors and students that 
the following items are NOT ALLOWED at any game:  

a. Sirens, noise makers, whistles, megaphones, or any other distracting device 
b. Confetti, streamers, etc. 

 
NOTE: THESE REGULATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED! 
 

HEAT INDEX/WIND CHILL PROCEDURE 
In May 2010, the NYSPHSAA approved Heat Index and Wind Chill Procedures to be used in member 
school athletic programs. The heat index/wind chill must be checked prior to any contest or practice.   
 

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING POLICY 
(adopted January 20, 1999 - rev. 3/03, 11/04)  
“Thunder and lightning necessitates that all contests be suspended. The occurrence of thunder and/or 
lightning is not subject to interpretation or discussion: thunder is thunder, lightning is lightning. If 
lightning and/or thunder is observed, all outdoor activities will be suspended immediately. Players and 
spectators shall be directed to report to a shelter, a building normally occupied by the public, or, if a 
building is unavailable, participants should go inside a vehicle with a solid metal top (e.g., bus, van, car). 
The officials and responsible authorities shall make every reasonable effort to resume and complete the 
contest, with full consideration of the weather and site conditions (as they affect safety and playing 
conditions). The official/coaches shall wait 30 minutes from the time the last boom is heard and/or the 
last strike is seen before starting or resuming play.  
 
CLARIFICATIONS 

 
PRIOR TO CONTEST 

If thunder/lightning is observed at the site of an outdoor contest by the officials/coaches 30 or fewer 
minutes prior to the scheduled start of that contest, the official/coaches and the responsible school 
authorities shall not permit the contest to begin. Before the contest can begin, a 30-minute period void 
of any strike or boom must be observed.  
 
DURING THE CONTEST 

If thunder/lightning is observed at the site of an outdoor contest by the officials during the playing of 
the contest, the official/coaches shall immediately cease play for 30 minutes. Play may not resume until 
there has been a period of at least 30 minutes in which no boom or strike has been observed. The rules 
of the particular sport shall determine whether the contest is official or must be resumed at a later date. 
 



 

AED POLICY 

MMHSAA AED Policy 

Although the New York State legislature may have not gone so far as to make Education Law 

Section 917 applicable to nonpublic schools, the MMHSAA believes that its member schools 

should observe the law’s requirements as a “best practice” and therefore strongly encourages 

them to do so. For events that the MMHSAA hosts, schools will be asked to provide AED 

equipment as well as people who know how to operate the equipment. For competitions hosted 

by member schools, it will be the independent responsibility of each school to ensure whether 

and how the school will observe these best practices relating to AED’s. 

 
 

MMHSAA JEWELRY RULE 
Jewelry is not allowed in softball competition. 
 

MMHSAA 2020  VARSITY  SOFTBALL  

1. All weekday games are scheduled for a 4:30 start unless teams have agreed to start at a 
different time.  Visitor is listed first, and home team is listed last. There will be  12 league games, 
with teams playing each other twice.  

2. Playoff Info: Top four teams make the playoffs  
3. PLAYOFF SEEDING: Seeding will be determined by winning percentage 
4. Playoff schedule: At D’Youville College 

a. Semifinals - May 20 
1. 1 vs. 4 
2. 2 vs. 3 

Higher seed is the home team 
b. Finals - May 21 

i. Highest remaining  seed is the home team 
 

Note: There is a 10-run Mercy Rule after five innings. If a team is leading by 10 or more runs after five 
innings (if away team) or 4 ½ (if home team), the game is completed. The 10-run Mercy Rule also applies 
in all playoff games. 
 

5. State Playoff date: May 26,  (Rain date of May 27) 
6. The home team provides three game balls to start, one of which goes to the visitors for their 

starting pitcher to warm up with.  The home team is responsible for paying umpires (vouchers). 
7. Winning team MUST enter the results of all league games and each school MUST enter the 

results of all their non league games in the MMHSAA Baseball Google sheet within 24 hours of 
completion of the game,  so the league standings can stay current and dwebster@mtmercy.org 
can call in standings to The Buffalo News at the end of the week.  Make sure winning team calls 
The Buffalo News (849-4461) that day with results and highlights from your game. 

8. Each school manager is responsible for entering their players individual statistics into MaxPreps  
9. Statistics required for MaxPreps 

mailto:dwebster@mtmercy.org


 

 Hitting                

# Athlete Name GP Avg PA AB R H RBI 2B 3B HR BB K HBP SB SBA 

 Fielding                

# Athlete Name GP FP TC PO A E          

 Pitching                

# Athlete Name IP H R ER BB K 2B 3B HR BF AB ERA W L SV 

 
a. NOTE:  Only statistics entered into MaxPreps will be used for determining league 

records, All-Catholic and league nominations to All-WNY (June 2018) 
10. There will be no non-preferred list of officials (extenuating circumstances will be determined by 

the League office) and we not use a preferred list for post-season. 

 

Tie Breakers 

1. ▪ Head to head 

2. ▪ division record 

3. ▪ wins over common opponent▪ flip of a coin 

4. • Tied teams start with the top of the regular season standings, and work their way down the 

standings until there is a difference in record against a team. 

a. Once there is a difference, the team with the better record becomes the higher seed 

b. In the event of a 3-way (or more) tie, the above procedure will be applied using only the 

games played between the tied teams. 

c. Once a tie is broken by the above system, and if ties among remaining teams still exist, 

those ties are broken by starting again at step 1, if two teams are still tied. Start at Step 

2 if more than two teams are still tied. 

 

PLAYOFF  NOTES 

1. Ties are to be treated as a suspended game. All playoff games that are suspended will be 
resumed, from the point of suspension, the next day. 

2. Announce at your school and to your players that there is an admission fee to all finals. 
MMHSAA passes are not recognized for finals. 

3. Notify The Buffalo News, all the appropriate media, and the MMHSAA Chairperson 
IMMEDIATELY after the game. 

4. The game chairperson, umpires, and coaches are the “on the spot” protest committee.  
5. No game dates may be changed without the chairperson’s approval. Banquets, proms, and 

concerts are not to interfere with the playoffs. There will be absolutely no exceptions! 
6. Game time is 4:30 p.m. for all preliminary rounds through the semi-finals. 
7. Once playoffs begin, qualifying schools may play/practice seven days in succession.   
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GAME BALLS 

It is the responsibility of each team to provide at least three game balls.  Two balls shall be given to 
the umpires by each team prior to the game, and the third ball should be held in reserve. For finals, 
bring at least six game balls.  

  

POSTPONEMENT 

1. ***All playoff  baseball games must go to seven innings approved, unless the Game Ending 
Rule is used. 

2. Games will be postponed only if the participating school is officially closed due to weather or 
illness. In the event of rain, the chairperson in conjunction with the Executive Director will 
decide if a game should be played. If the game is cancelled, the chairperson will call the 
coaches and umpires who are to work the game to setup the proper rain date.  

3. If a game is tied or suspended, MMHSAA playoff games will be picked up 
from that point the next day or next available date. 

4. A game date may be changed if all of the following four conditions are met: 
a. Both school administrators and coaches are agreeable to such a change. 
b. The game will not cause other games to be moved back or enable a team to gain an 

unfair advantage. 
c. The Executive Director is agreeable to the change providing the same site is available 

for the changed date and it will not hinder the total all-around playoff structure or 
other schools involved. 

d. The date is changed with adequate time to notify the newspapers, umpires, etc. 
5. All coaches should be cognizant of the fact that rain dates constitute official playing dates. 

Playing times may be altered provided both teams are in agreement. The chairperson should 
be notified; the chairperson, in turn, will contact the game officials and media. All details 
should be worked out with the chairperson and the executive director 48 hours in advance. 

 

INTERSTATE GAMES 
1. The host school of the interstate event is responsible for applying to the host state 

association for sanctioning.  
2. A MMHSAA member school wishing to participate in the event must verify with MMHSAA, at 

least 30 days prior to the event, that the event has been properly sanctioned. 
3. Refer to the NYSPHSAA Handbook, page 98, or the state website www.nysphsaa.org   for 

additional information and forms required.   http://www.nysphsaa.org/ADs-
Coaches/Sanctioning   

  

INTERNATIONAL GAMES 
National Federation sanction is necessary for international competition. Forms for requesting this 
sanction are available from NYSPHSAA, Inc., and must be filed 60 days prior to the event. Refer to the 
NYSPHSAA Handbook, page 98, for additional information. 
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Heat Index Procedures 
Administration of Heat Index Procedures: 

● Feels Like Temperature (Heat index) will be checked one hour before the contest/practice 
● by a certified athletic trainer, athletic director, or school designee when the air 

temperature 
● is 80 degrees (Fahrenheit) or higher. 
● Download the WeatherBug app to your phone or log into www.weatherbug.com 
● Enter the zip code or city and state in the location section of the app or online. 
● If the Feels Like temperature (heat index) is 90 degrees or above, the athletic trainer, 
● athletic director, or school designee must re-check the Feels Like temperature (heat index) 

at halftime or midway point of the contest. If the Feels Like temperature (heat index) 
temperature is 96 degrees (Fahrenheit) or more, the contest will be suspended. 

● Please refer to the following chart to take the appropriate actions: 

  Feels Like Temp (Heat 

Index) under 79 degrees 

Full activity. No restrictions 

R E C O M M E N D E D Heat Index Caution: 

Feels Like Temp (Heat 

Index) 80 degrees to 85 

degrees 

Provide ample water and multiple water breaks. 

Monitor athletes for heat illness. 

Consider reducing the amount of time for the practice session. 

Heat Index Watch: 

Feels Like Temp (Heat 

Index) 86 degrees to 90 

degrees 

Provide ample water and multiple water breaks. Monitor athletes for heat illness. 

Consider postponing practice to a time when Feels Like temp is lower. Consider reducing 

the amount of time for the practice session. 

1 hour of recovery time for every hour of practice (e.g., 2hr practice = 2hr recovery 

time). 

Heat Index Warning: 

Feels Like Temp (Heat 

Index) 91 degrees to 95 

degrees 

Provide ample water and water breaks every 15 minutes. Monitor athletes for heat 

illness. 

Consider postponing practice to a time when Feels Like temp is much lower. 

Consider reducing the amount of time for the practice session. 1 hour of recovery time 

for every hour of practice (e.g., 2hr practice = 2hr recovery time.) 

Lightweight and loose-fitting clothes should be worn. 

For Practices only: Football Helmets should be worn. No other protective equipment 

should be worn. 



 

REQUIRED Heat Index Alert: 

Feels Like Temp (Heat 

Index) 96 degrees or 

greater 

No outside activity, practice or contest, should be held. Inside activity 

should be held only if air conditioned. 

Approved May 1, 2010; Updated, July 27, 2017 

 
Wind Chill Procedures 
Administration of Wind Chill Procedures: 

● Feels Like Temperature (Wind Chill) will be checked 1 hour before the contest/practice by a 
● certified athletic trainer, athletic director, or school designee when the air temperature is 39 
● degrees (Fahrenheit) or lower. 
● Download WeatherBug app to your phone or log into www.weatherbug.com. 
● Enter zip code or city and state in the location section of the app or online. 
● If the Feels Like temperature (wind chill) is 10 degrees or below, the athletic trainer, athletic 

director, or school designee must re-check the Feels Like (wind chill) at halftime or midway point of 
the contest. If the Feels Like (wind chill) temperature is -11 degrees (Fahrenheit) or lower, the 
contest will be suspended. 

● Please refer to the following chart to take the appropriate actions: 

  Feels Like Temp (wind chill) 

above 40 degrees 

Full activity. No restrictions 

R E C O M M E N D E D Wind Chill Caution: 

Feels Like Temp (wind chill) 39 

degrees to 20 degrees 

Stay adequately hydrated. 

Notify coaches of the threat of cold-related illnesses. Have students and coaches 

dress in layers of clothing. 

Wind Chill Watch: 

Feels Like Temp (wind chill) 19 

degrees to 10 degrees 

Stay adequately hydrated. 

Notify coaches of the threat of cold-related illnesses. Have students and coaches 

dress in layers of clothing. Cover the head and neck to prevent heat loss. 



 

Wind Chill Warning: 

Feels Like Temp 

(wind chill) 9 degrees to 10 

degrees 

Stay adequately hydrated. 

Notify coaches of the threat of cold-related 

illnesses. Have students and coaches dress 

in layers of clothing. Cover the head and 

neck to prevent heat loss. 

Consider postponing practice to a time when the Feels Like temp is much higher. 

Consider reducing the amount of time for an outdoor practice session. 

REQUIRED Wind Chill Alert: Feels Like 

Temp (wind chill) -11 degrees 

or lower 

No outside activity, practice or contest, should be held. Approved May 1, 2010; 

Updated July 27, 2017 

Special Note: Alpine Skiing will be exempt from this policy and will follow the regulations of the 
host ski center where the practice or event is being held. 
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